For determination of promoter activity raw data were tabulated as the ratio of firefly luciferase activity to that of Renilla luciferase activity (n=18), and values were reported as relative to the value for the control plasmid (assigned a value of 100). *p<0.05 and **p<0.01 compared to control. 3 Effects of IL-1β, IL-6 and mevastatin on the expression of PAI-1 mRNA in HepG2 cells. When cells become 80-90% confluent, they were serum starved for 24 hours and then incubated with fresh serum free media containing IL-1β (1 ng/ml), IL-6 (1 ng/ml) or mevastatin (10µM) for 3 hours. Cells were harvested and expressions of PAI-1 mRNA and β -actin were assayed by Northern blot. The amount of PAI-1 mRNA was normalized to the amount of β-actin mRNA. Values are means SD of fold increase over control without agents (n = 3). *p < 0.05 between the two groups indicated, # p < 0. 
